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When the police knock on your 

DOOR 

WHAT TO DOé 



ÅConfirm the person(s) is law 
enforcement by requesting to see 
a badge and/or identification card 

Å.Ŝ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ōǳǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΣ ŀǎƪ άIƻǿ 
Ŏŀƴ L ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳΚέ ƻǊ ά²Ƙŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ 
ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜΚέ 
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ÅHave an arrest or search warrant 

ÅBe actively investigating a crime 

Å.Ŝ ƛƴ άƘƻǘ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘέ ƻŦ ŀƴ 
individual suspected of 
committing a crime and running 
into your house 

ÅhǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
a 911 call or someone yelling for 
help 

Reasons the Police May be at Your Door 
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The Officer(s) May: 



If the officers insist on entering your home, you may verbally express 
objections; however, do not resist, argue, or try to prevent them from 

entering 

When the situation is under control, you have the right to ask the 
officers to explain their actions and also to ask them for their name and 

ID numbers, which they must provide if asked. Write down badge 
numbers, the time of day and what the officers looked like. 

If you are still not satisfied, you can ask to have a supervisor respond or 
file a complaint with the Police Department 
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ÅTry to stay calm and control your 
emotions 

ÅDo not make threatening motions 
or statements to the officers  

Å9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ 
incident, you may be arrested if 
you use threatening language or 
gestures towards the officers or 
cause a disturbance that makes 
the officers to fear for their safety 

Helpful Reminders: 



QUESTIONS? 



DAYT  N  
POLICE DEPARTMENT  

When you are stopped by the police as a  

MOTORIST 

WHAT TO DOé 



Slow down and pull over safely when you can 

If the police vehicle is unmarked and you cannot identify the driver as a 
uniformed police officer, drive below the speed limit to a well lit, 

populated area and then pull over 

If You Are Stopped In Your Car 

6/9/2016 8 



Å{ǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ 
hands on the steering wheel 

ÅDo not leave the car, unless asked  

ÅGetting out of your car can be 
perceived as aggressive behavior 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 

Å If stopped at night, turn on your 
interior lights 
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ÅWhat is your name? 

 

ÅWhere do you live? 

 

ÅDo you have any identification? 
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Å/ƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ ǇǊƻƻŦ 
of insurance, and/or registration 

Å If those items are in the glove box 
or under the seat, tell the officer 
where they are and wait until told 
to retrieve them 

ÅMost officers will not tell you why 
you were stopped until they have 
your license and/or registration 
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